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Shipmates, 

If you didn’t make it to Pensacola you missed a great reunion. 

The entire Pensacola reunion committee put on a great event. I 

appreciate all their dedication to NANP. Everyone I spoke with 

had a great time being back in the cradle of Naval photography 

and spending time with shipmates.  

At the executive board meeting in Pensacola we updated the by-

laws. When you get a chance take a look at our bylaws and 

check out the changes. I also want to welcome out new 2nd VP 

Dan Murray. Dan will spend the next four years preparing to 

take over as president in 2014. We have filled all of our commit-

tee positions except for webmaster. I want to say thanks to all of 

you who stepped up to the plate and filled empty positions and 

for those of you who continue to fill important positions within 

our organization.  

I want to take a moment to welcome Nora Filos as our new re-

cruitment committee chairman. Nora recently retired and is 

revved up and ready to recruit. We also have a newly elected 

treasurer. John Lewin, a former president, is our new treasurer. 

Thanks for your support John and Nora.  

 Thanks for all your support over these last three years as presi-

dent. I want to thank Ralph Lewis, Tim Timmerman, Johnny 

Bivera, John Pieroth, Swan Mossberg, and  Ron Matthews for all 

their support during my term. NANP is a team effort and I appre-

ciate all you have done for our organization. 

This will be my last message as president. My successor, Ron 

Matthews, is ready to take office and has a few new ideas for the 

future of NANP. I look forward to working with Ron and the 

NANP executive board as we all work to keep this great organi-

zation going. 

r/ 

Greg 

 

Photo: MC2 Matt Daniels 
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Chet King 1st. V/P 

Dan Murray 2nd. V/P 

John Lewin  Treasurer 

 

Nora Filos Recruitment 

Committee Chair 

Art Giberson  Historian 

Johnny Bivera Commu-

nications Chair 

Tim Timmerman Con-

vention Committee 

Swan Mossberg Pres. 

PNW Chapter 

Ralph Lewis past Sec-

retary  
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November 6, 2009 

 

From:   Ron Mathews 

To:   NANP Membership 

 

Subj:     Letter of Introduction 

 

 

First and foremost I’d like to thank Greg for all his hard work over the last three years.  I agreed 

to take this job only if he stuck around for another year which he did without hesitation.  His 

leadership and commitment to NANP have had and will continue to have a profound impact on 

this organization for years to come.  

 

As I’m sure you all know by now, under Greg’s leadership a small committee has rewritten the 

NANP By-Laws. The results of these efforts are now ready for our membership to vote on and I 

feel confident the additions and revisions will greatly improve our overall organization.  I’d like 

to personally thank everyone involved for their hard work and dedication.   

 

According to the BY-Laws I’ll be taking over as President on January 1, 2010 so it’s important 

for everyone to understand where my priorities are and how I view our future.   

 

NANP has two sides.  The social aspect which most of our membership takes advantage of at 

least once a year through our reunions and the Fleet Support side that only a few of us actually 

do anything with. 

 

While those on active duty continue make the adjustments required to move from PH’s; LI’s; 

DM’s and JO’s  to MC’s, one aspect that seems to have fallen through the cracks is the quality 

of photography being produced.  I’m not suggesting that what’s being delivered to the media is 

terrible… nothing could be further from the truth; but when Naval Photography as a whole 

doesn’t win one single MILPHOG award, something’s not right.  I take that as an indicator that 

something needs to be done and  I see it as an opportunity for NANP to step in and help get our 

active duty some dedicated photographic training.   

 

The first question is how do we do that?  Very few of us understand digital photography well 

enough to help.  That’s all true but we can work to put civilian trainers in touch with military 

photographers.  We can set up training opportunities and facilitate the meetings.  We can con-

tinue supporting competitive photographic workshops and contest.  We must do what we can 

do! 

  2010-2011 NANP Presidents’ Message  

Cont. next page 



 

The next question is how do we go about this?  How can we organize and manage this type of 

program?  The answer is through the local chapters and the NANP Executive Board.  As part of 

our new organization certain responsibilities that once fell directly on the President now belong 

to the First and Second VP’s.  Each of our chapters needs to elect one member to lead the local 

training program.  I’ll be posting some notes on the website with recommendations on how to 

develop a local training matrix in the near future.  The chapter “Training Officer” will report to 

the First VP once per quarter on any and all activities the chapter has undertaken to meet the 

training goals of NANP.  Those results will be posted on the website.   

 

My goals for this organization are simple…. provide at least one training opportunity per quar-

ter to the fleet.    The Northwest and DC chapters have been doing this for several years with 

outstanding results so if you need inspiration look no further than Johnny Bivera and John 

Pieroth. 

 

On a somewhat larger scale, how is NANP going to survive as an organization now that Naval 

Photography as we knew it is gone.    Obviously I think training will play a major roll in mak-

ing that happen but training alone won’t do the trick.  Social networking via the internet is vital 

to our growth.  Over the last several months there have been some interesting conversations 

about the best way to make this happen and again Johnny Bivera is taking the lead to get this 

program started.  I’m asking Johnny to continue with his efforts and I’ll provide any help and 

assistance I can.  I expect all our members to do the same.  The days of standing on the side 

lines and doing nothing are coming to an end.  If we, the membership of NANP can’t support 

the organization from within, our days as an organization will soon be over. 

 

I’ll close by saying I’m excited about the opportunities that lay ahead and I’m deeply honored 

to join a long list of distinguished individuals that have held this position.  

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Ron  
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The Pacific Northwest Chapter, NANP held a training day for active duty personnel in this area 

at Glazers Camera in Seattle. Our thanks to manager Swan Mossberg  (a former Navy rescue 

swimmer).  The local Nikon Technical Rep. Rose Whitaker presented a refresher in flash pho-

tography. After lunch a tour of the Seattle Central Community Collage’s new digital photo 

training facility was led by A. Tomas (former PH).  MCC Eric Harrison OIC Navy Public Af-

fairs Support Element West, Detachment Northwest organized the group of MCs from four dif-

ferent local Navy groups. The transition from PH and JO to MC for the people in the middle of 

their Navy careers requires a lot of training that the Navy has not been providing.  NANP local 

chapters can help  fill this gap. 

A tour of a new digital photo school                           Hands on training from NIKON tech. Rep. 

Discussion of course content by instructor (former PH)    Tour of new photo goodies at Glazers  
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   The Passing of an old friend 
KODACHROME 

June 22, 2009 

Real film lovers of the world probably shed a tear 

today as Kodak announced the retirement of KO-

DACHROME  film.  “Kodachrome  25, 64, and 

200 films are color slide films designed for proc-

essing in Process K-14 chemicals. These films are 

intended for exposure with daylight or electronic 

flash. Etc. etc…..” This familiar description is 

from the KODAK data sheet for the film first sold 

in 1935 as 16mm movie film. The film was in-

vented by two professional musicians, Leopold 

Godowsky, Jr. and Leopold Mannes, hence the 

comment that Kodachrome was made by God and 

Man.  Kodachrome was featured in the 1973 Paul 

Simon song “Kodachrome”   

Leopold Mannes and Leopold Godowsky, Jr. met as teenagers. Both were fascinated by the 

poplar Brownie Camera, and both longed for a way to take color photographs, and experi-

mented with the process. 

Mannes went on to study music at Harvard and earned of Pulitzer  and a Guggenheim fellow-

ship for composition. But even after they continued their photographic collaboration. Their 

search for financial support led them to Eastman Kodak, where they were hired and assigned a 

team of researchers. While working in darkness, Godowsky and Mannes measured film devel-

oping times by whistling the last movement of Brahm’ C-minor Symphony.  

Mannes remained in music after inventing Kodachrome, performing as a pianist and composing 

several musical scores. He served as  president of the Mannes Collage of Music founded by his 

parents, and he served as a judge in music competitions, including the first Van Cliburn interna-

tional Piano Competition. Born in New York City, he studied music at Juilliard and Harvard. 

 RIP 
  1935-2009 
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2 Bells for those 
embarking on 

their last cruse 
 

   John Borovoy, PHC USN Ret.  30 May 2009 

   Bruce Moore  LCDR USN (Ret) 2 July 2009 

 

     

  What happened to that 80lb. Fairchild Camera 

MC1 Carmicheal Yepez  in Mosul, Iraq  last 

July 2009 uses a DSLR to shoot aerials. 

Oblique aerial shots today don’t require large 

heavy cameras to get good results like the old 

Fairchild aerial cameras.  A good DSLR’s and 

computer technology provide high quality im-

ages today, in a small package. 

Photo: Sr Airman Kamaile Chan USAF 
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        The 2009 Earl Sever Award 

MCC Chace E Groth from Saint Ansgar, Iowa, joined 

the Navy on 1SEP88 and attended boot camp in Recruit 

Training Command Orlando.  Upon graduation from 

boot camp in November he attended Defense School of 

Photography in Pensacola.  Then his first duty assign-

ment as a Photographers Mate was on board the USS 

Fulton (AS 11) out of New London, CT, there he was 

Command Advanced to PH3.  Upon decommissioning 

of the FULTON he was then assigned to the USS Shen-

andoah (AD 44) out of Norfolk.  There he made half of 

a Med Cruise and reenlisted under the star program and 

attend Camera Repair school in Pensacola.  He was 

meritoriously advanced to PH2 upon graduation and 

then went to COMCAMLANT for Camera Repair.  Af-

ter three years he transferred to San Diego to the USS 

Mckee (AS 41) at Point Loma Submarine Base.  There 

he was promoted to PH1 and was the Repair Admin 

Dept Leading Petty Officer.  After taking the MCKEE 

to Norfolk for decommishing he was assigned to Naval 

Submarine Base New London, CT.  There he was the photo lab contract liaison for the lower 

base photo lab.  Once he completed that tour he took orders to the USS George Washington 

(CVN 73) his first ever Aircraft Carrier.  He met the GW on cruise and was the DIV LPO as 

soon as he was in the Photo Lab.  While on board he oversaw the establishment of the new 

Media Dept and assumed the duties as the Dept LPO.  There he directly supervised and led 36 

personnel from the Print Shop, TV Studio and Photo Lab.  He established a rigorous cross 

training program to incorporate all four merged rates to work as one team. Upon completion 

of three of the most challenging years so far in his career he transferred to the USS Carl Vin-

son (CVN 70) to continue the challenge during the ships Reactor Complex Overhaul in New-

port News, VA.  Only being on board for three months he was promoted to Mass Communi-

cation Specialist Chief Petty Officer and assumed the duties as the Dept LCPO.  There he 

over saw the construction and layout of the new Media Center while still maintaining full 

Public Affairs center from an off site location.  With his leadership and determination the Me-

dia Center was one of the first fully operational work centers on board the ship.   

U.S.Navy: Photo 

     NAVYPHOTOHISTORY.ORG 
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      2009 Pensacola Convention 
Convention Photos by  Johnny Bivera, John Pieroth, Art Giberson 
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MCC Chance E. Groth receives 

the 2009 Earl Sever award at 

the NANP east coast reunion. 

Presented by Greg McCreash 

NANP president, while PHC 

Art Giberson looks on. 

PHC Earl Sever let the photo 

team during the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. His crew was responsi-

ble for a large number of photos 

taken during the attack. Earl 

actually climbed one of the ship 

repair towers during the attack 

to get a better angle on the har-

bor. 

Photo: Johnny Bivera 

   2009 Pensacola Convention 
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  2009 Pensacola Convention 
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   2009 Pensacola Convention 



 West Coast NANP Convention at San Diego CA. 
Spring 2010 

Editor:  John Pieroth 

5027 Sand Point Pl. NE 

Seattle WA. 98105-2911 

206-729-1400 

john.pieroth@msn.com 
 

The NANP News is a  publication  of the  National Asso-

ciation of Naval Photography. It is published 3 or 4 

times a year depending on how much information I can 

squeeze  from the members. Please send me your news or 

photos for the newsletter. 

Visit our web site www.navyphoto.org. then NANP, then  

Newsletter. 
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Photo Industry supporter of the Walter L. Richardson Photo 

 Contest for 8 years                    www.glazerscamera.com 

Art Giberson has a new book out. A follow on to “The Eyes 

of the Fleet”.    The Crazy Ones Shot Film is available from 

www.ArtGibBooks.com You can email Art at 

www.art.giberson@cox.net . 

2010/2011   NANP National Officers 
President  Ron Mathews  mathews951@hotmail.com 

1st. VP Chet King  cking@arcadia.ca.us 

2nd. VP Dan Murray 

Treasurer  John Lewin  johnmlewin@comcast.net 

Secretary  Don Bordwell  donnzeny@olypen.com 

Communications Johnny Bivera  jbphoto@aol.com 

Historians Todd Beveridge & Art Giberson 

Membership Nora Filos  nfilos@hotmail.com 

Conventions  Tim Timmerman & Ron Mathews  

Past President  Greg McCreash  geobuck1@cox.net 

Newsletter editor John Pieroth  john.pieroth@msn.com 

               Convention information:    Ron Mathews   mathews951@hotmail.com 


