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Happening Around NANP:
Welcome to the latest edition of NANP 

NEWS! It’s been a few years since we’ve 
had a newsletter and are excited about 
bringing it back to life!

Congratulations to the most recently 
elected and re-elected members of our 
Board of Directors, including our new 
President, Nora Filos. The elections were 
held at the reunion last year in Las Vegas. 
You can learn more about the new BOD 
members in the President’s section of the 
newsletter or by visiting the NANP web-
site at navyphoto.net.

NANP is in the process of updating 
its member database. We are asking all 
members to go to the NANP website and 
review your contact information using the 
following link: 
http://navyphoto.net/wp/members/. If 
your entry requires updating, please email 
Ralph Lewis at ralphlewis@mac.com.

For those of you who are not aware, 
NANP has two offical regional chapters; 
each under the leadership of a regional 
president. For more information on join-
ing a specific region, contact the regional 
presidents using the following:

Keith Stevenson (District of Washing-
ton Regional President) at: 

ideas4sw@me.com

While some just happen to be-
come photographers by way of 
chance, others are truly born to 
shoot. Mass Communication 
Specialist First Class Bryan Ilyan-
koff is one such person. Through 
his creative flow of determina-
tion and imaginative attention to 
detail, his process of growth has 
shaped who he is today. 

Capturing a memory, a mo-
ment and a story has always been 
Bryan’s passion. From the time 
he was a teenager, photography 
was the ultimate dream. He was 
always interested in being behind 
the camera. In high school Bryan 
joined the yearbook team and 
used photography for his senior 
project. Regardless of life’s de-
mands, creativity and determina-
tion always came first in Bryan’s 
world,  (cont. on page 2)

Mickey Strand (Pacific Southwest Re-
gional President) at:

mickeystrand@cox.net
There is still time to register for the DC 

Video Shootoff happening September 6-9, 
2018. The workshop is designed for, but 
not limited to, all active/reserve military, 
veterans, and government media profes-
sionals, members of NANP and college 
level multimedia students. Visit the fol-
lowing website for more information:
https://www.dcvideoshootoff.org

You can pay the annual membership 
dues, or become a lifetime member of  the 
National Association of Naval Photogra-
phers by visiting the members section of 
the NANP website (http://navyphoto.net). 
Active duty personnel are eligible for a 
free membership and can register in the 
members section of the site as well. Dues 
are to be paid in full in order for members 
to be in good standing. All members not 
in good standing will be stricken from the 
member database and removed from the 
NANP Facebook page.

If you have any comments or sugges-
tions for this newsletter, or would like to 
submit content for the next edition, please 
send an email to the editor at: 

casulloac@gmail.com
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MeMber SPotligHt (coNt.)

which is why photography 
remained the dream to pursue 
after high school. With this 
desire at hand, the Art Institute 
of Seattle became his next 
stomping ground, eventually 
giving him the credentials to 
work as an assistant wedding 
photographer. Yet, was this 
enough for Bryan? Well, it didn’t 
seem so, as Bryan decided he 
wanted more for his life beyond 
what he once considered normal.

In 2003, Bryan IIyankoff 
followed his familial roots and 
enlisted in the Navy, leaving his 
mother, father, and his home back 
in Seattle. He began his career 
serving as an undesignated 

airman in a helicopter squadron 
at Naval Air Station North Island. 
Bryan was driven early in his 
service, which unlocked the rest 
of his Navy career. With iron-
will determination, Bryan took 
his ASVAB test, over and over 
again, until he passed with flying 
colors, eventually landing his 
dream role as a Photographer’s 
Mate. With this new golden 
opportunity, Bryan ecstatically 
headed to PH “A” school at Fort 
Meade, MD. Bryan’s love for 
photography never seemed to 
dissolve, despite the military’s 
structure and a follow-on tour 
aboard USS Peleliu (LHA 5).  
While aboard the ship, Bryan’s 
career as a photographer continued to 
flourish and his passion was evident in 
every photo he took. 

Bryan never relinquished his 
dreams; in fact, prior to his next 
assignment aboard USS Stennis (CVN 
74), he returned to Fort Meade to attend 
“C” school for Broadcasting, despite his 
deep desire to get further training as a 
still photojournalist. 

Like most of us who have served, 
Bryan is a different man today than 
he was back in 2003. Currently, Bryan 
is still serving the United States Navy 
as a reservist cross-assigned to Fleet 
Combat Camera Pacific. He aims to 
continue to grow as a photographer 
and hopefully retire one day as a Chief 
Petty Officer. The military has helped 
propel Bryan into his dreams, but this 
story is defined by something much 
more than Bryan’s military service, and 
that something more is what Bryan has 
become.

After active duty, Bryan worked 
at his friend’s metal shop while he 
continued to serve his country in the 

reserves. Yet, was this really his end? 
Bryan knew that it wasn’t and so did his 
friends. With a supportive push, Bryan 
was persistent in charting a new course 
and landed a job in the government as 
a visual information specialist at West 
Point Military Academy in New York. 
Every lesson, training course, and 
experience that Bryan has had in the 
United States Navy has supported not 
only his career, but it has reinforced 
his passion and his life. Bryan not only 
achieved his goals, but he has become 
the man he always was destined to be: a 
man of service, a man of determination 
and a man of pride.

If you were to talk to Bryan today, 
he would say that he is grateful for his 
experiences. The military will always 
be important to him as he consistently 
chooses to let it and photography 
navigate his next great adventure. 
Today, in his free time, Bryan volunteers 
as a WWII Combat Camera Living 
Historian and consistently works to 
travel in support of this endeavor.     

                               (cont. on page 3)

Photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Bryan Ilyankoff

Sailors and Marines man the rails aboard the multipurpose amphibious 
assalt ship USS Wasp (LHD 1).  

Photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
Bryan Ilyankoff
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“That’s what I love 
doing. I love talking to 
veterans. I love showing the 
gear they used….and being 
there…I love the historical 
preservation part of my job 
in the Navy,” said Bryan. 
“Without that gear, without 
those people, we wouldn’t 
know what our greatest 
generation went through…
we wouldn’t have their 
stories.”

Bryan remains true 
to his dreams, his passions 
and his heart. His next 
photographic experience 
will take place in July as 
he heads off to Hawaii for 
Exercise RIMPAC. Yet, 
what would Bryan say to 
photographers who are just 
beginning their journey? 
Bryan’s passion has become 
a part of his daily life, 
and he believes that every 
photographer should carry 
their camera with them at 
all times, because you never 
know when a rare moment 
will present itself.

Bryan even claims 
that photographers should 
always be on the lookout 
for new opportunities 

and says that you should 
always “look for the light. 
Regardless of how many 
photos you shoot, the goal 
is to find a few photos that 
capture your artistic vision 
and style.” 

Bryan also knows that 
not everyone is given the 
same opportunities afforded 
to him. For those who are 
aspiring photographers, 
Bryan encourages them 
to get involved. There are 
tons of classes, workshops 
and opportunities for 
photographers of all levels,” 
Bryan said. It does not 
matter what field you work 
in, but every opportunity 
and chance you get is one 
you should take. That is how 
you can advance your skills, 
and Bryan even suggests 
having a mentor. When you 
are in the process of crafting 
your own artistic eye, 
having a second opinion 
may be exactly what you 
need. Bryan had his own 
mentor in the beginning 
of his photographic career, 
and developed his own 
unique style.  He insists that 
anyone can do the same.

MeMber SPotligHt (coNt.)

Sailors salute World War II and Korean War veterans as they are transported 
to their flight to Washington, D.C., at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. 
The veterans are participating in Honor Flight Cleveland during the Navy’s 
commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812 in Cleveland. U.S. Navy 
Photo by MC1 Bryan Ilyankoff

Photography is a 
form of art and a form of 
remembrance, a snapshot in 
time. It is exactly why Bryan 
continues to travel and why 
he continues to set up his 
displays as a historian. It is all 
about the preservation of the 
history of those whose job it 
was to preserve our history. 
While the story of Bryan 
Ilyankoff continues, so does 
his drive, passion, and service 
to our country. He remains a 
beaming inspiration for us all.

Photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Bryan Ilyankoff
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tHe PreSiDeNt’S corNer

Greetings Shipmates and Fellow Members!

Let me first start by saying how honored, excited 
and maybe a bit apprehensive I am to be elected and 
serve as President of the National Association of Naval 
Photographers. I have a long list of incredibly talented 
and dedicated predecessors, most recently Jerry 
Billings, all who have raised the standards and left 
massive shoes for me to fill.  I believe I am up to the 
challenge and look forward to working together with 
our new Board of Directors to make this a very suc-
cessful year.

In case you haven’t been to the website recently, 
let me introduce our current BOD. Bill “Sammy” Solt 
has moved up to 1st VP and as such Wes Gibson was 
elected and agreed to serve as 2nd VP. Wes will be do-
ing double duty as he has taken over the Webmaster 
responsibilities as well. Sam Trice is our new Trea-
surer / Secretary. Sam is a CPA, so this position is in 
good hands. Our Directors are Art Jorgensen, Marilyn 
Lynch with Todd Pendleton being the most recent ad-
dition and of course Life Time Director Tim Timmer-
man. Ralph Lewis, Greg McCreash, Johnny Bivera, Art 
Giberson and Todd Beveridge have all agreed to remain 
in their appointed positions. Thank you ALL for your 
commitment and service to our organization.

Two of our newest additions to the board will be 
holding key appointed positions. Keith Stevenson has 
been serving as Regional President for the District of 
Washington for some time, but recently volunteered as 
Membership Drive Chairman. He is committed and 
driven to pumping new life into NANP and his enthu-
siasm has already lit a fire under my rear end. Expect 
to see and hear about exciting new strategies coming 
from this guy in the near future. You’re reading this 
much overdue newsletter thanks to the efforts of Tony 
Casullo.  In addition to putting together this year’s an-
nual reunion, Tony has stepped up and volunteered to 
be our Newsletter Chairman. Our goal will be to put 
out two newsletters a year, which may not sound like 
much, but we expect the two will be quite full. Thank 
you, Keith and Tony.

On behalf of the association and myself I would 
like to thank our outgoing President, Jerry Billings, 
previous Treasurer/Secretary, John White and Mickey 
Strand who served as the previous Webmaster. Your 

contributions have been immeasureable. Thank you for 
your leadership and guidance, but mostly for the time 
you have devoted to making us better.

We voted on locations for our next two conven-
tions last year in Las Vegas. Jacksonville, Fla. was the 
overwhelming winner for 2018 and Seattle will be host-
ing in 2019. I know that Tony has worked hard to plan 
an event that should be fun for all.  It’s a few weeks later 
than usual this year to accommodate for the scorch-
ing Florida heat, so temps are not an excuse for stay-
ing home. We would like to make this an EPIC event. 
Those of you who do usually attend, please try and look 
at your contacts and drag one new body with you.  For 
those who have never been, you don’t know what you’re 
missing. I promise you will not be disappointed. Addi-
tionally, Johnny Bivera usually holds a Shootoff to co-
incide with the reunion and it is always interesting to 
watch the talent that is generated during one of those 
events.

Lastly, July will be 10 years already since I’ve re-
tired from active duty. As my Navy days drew to a 
close, I began to think about how I would stay in touch 
with the shipmates that I had grown, bonded, learned 
and served with during my career. I realized that being 
a proactive member of NANP would be my way to stay 
in touch with the amazing people I had met. For me, it 
is truly wonderful to catch up with my fellow Sailors, 
meet new friends, and sometimes get the opportunity 
to thank those who blazed the trail before me. I am sin-
cerely hopeful that you will all make an effort to come 
and see for yourself what the reunion is all about.  If 
you can’t make the entire event, stop by for a night or 
even an afternoon in the complementary hospitality 
suite.

In closing, I am always available if you have ques-
tions or suggestions. Please feel free to drop me an 
email.

See y’all in Jax!!

Nora Filos
El Presidente
nanppres@gmail.com



Photos provided by Visitjacskonville.com and Riverwalkjacksonville.com
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JAckSoNville, FlorDiA will be 
tHe Site oF tHiS yeAr’S NAvy 
PHotogrAPHerS reuNioN

The next Navy Photographer’s Reunion, formerly 
known as the NANP Convention/Reunion, will be 
held in Jacksonville, Fla. Oct. 10-12.  

The event will take place at the Lexington Hotel, 
Jacksonville Riverwalk, 1515 Prudential Dr., 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207. You are encouraged to 
make plans to attend this year’s reunion as it will 
be unforgettable and well worth your time! Hotel 
group room rates are $99.00 per night plus tax. 
Hotel registration is now open. 

To reserve your hotel room: http://bit.ly/2IFf4ii 

Or call the hotel directly at 904-396-5100 - use group 
code NANP18. Cutoff date for hotel reservations at 
the group rate is Sept 19, 2018. The hotel advises 
everyone to make reservations as soon as possible 
as the discount rated rooms go fast.

Additional information (activities registration, 
schedule of events, etc.) can be found on the 
NANP website at http://navyphoto.net/wp/navy-
photographers-reunion/.

If you rather register and pay for your events (tours, 
banquet, meet & greet) via USPS/mail, print out 
the forms at http://navyphoto.net/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2018/04/NAVY-PHOTO-REUNION-
MAIL-IN-FORM and mail to the address on the 
form.

Remember to register early and SAVE money!

2018 Reunion Planning Committee:
Tony Casullo / Email: casulloac@gmail.com
Greg McCreash / Email: geobuck1@cox.net
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eye oN tHe Fleet - 
NAvy to DiSeStAbliSH 
coMbAt cAMerA uNitS

The U.S. Navy recently announced 
that it will disestablish both east and 
west coast Combat Camera units 
during ceremonies to be held at Naval 
Station Norfolk and Naval Air Station 
North Island.  The ceremonies are 
scheduled to take place at on the same 
day, Sept 21. 

The Navy’s Combat Camera 
(COMCAM) units began service in 
support of the Korean War, although 
historical records indicate there were 
Navy Combat Photographic units 
during the Second World War.  Navy 
Combat Camera operators document 
everything on the ground, at sea and 
in the air and served as a tool for 
commanders on the battlefield.  They 
also provided the Pentagon with 
critical operational imagery since they 
possessed the specialized training 
that allowed them to integrate with 
multiservice combat units and special 
forces. 

As explained in a December 12, 
1942, Navy Department press release, 
the Combat Photographic units have a 
vital mission, “Both stills and movies 
are used by staff officers to study 
offensive and defensive combat tactics. 
They are also used by various technical 
bureaus in assessing the performance 
of, and damage to, our own and enemy 
equipment.” 

Over the years, Combat Camera 
units have remained ready to do 
their mission at a moment’s notice, 
including support of humanitarian 
and disaster relief.  As part of the 
Hurricane Katrina relief effort, a team 
from the Atlantic COMCAM unit 
were among the first to arrive at the 
military mobilization center at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, just hours after 
the storm passed. When the team was 

“With over 70 percent of the world’s 
surface being covered in water, having 
a unit that specializes in underwater 
photography is a no-brainer,” said 
retired Master Chief Photographer’s 
Mate Mark Reinhard. “You just can’t 
put a price on the skill and capability 
that dive certified photographers bring 
to the mission when they’re needed.  I 
would say the same holds true for all 
COMCAM photographers.” 

The Navy has stated the reason for 
the disestablishment is an effort to cut 
costs, while the Army and Air Force 
combat camera units remain in service.

told it would be several days before the 
roads would be clear enough to travel 
on, they said that’s not good enough. 

“We knew we had the gear, 
resources and training to survive 
on our own if need be,” said Chief 
Mass Communication Specialist Sam 
Shavers, a videographer assigned to 
Combat Camera during Hurricane 
Katrina. “This is what we are here for – 
things happen fast – the story needs to 
be told and environments aren’t always 
pleasant.”

Historically, when not supporting 
deployed military operations, Combat 
Camera units have stayed busy by 
serving as the Navy’s photographic 
subject matter experts.

For example, as printed in a article 
by WJCT, NASA recently asked Navy 
Combat Camera to document tests of 
its Orion spacecraft in the waters off 
San Diego. 

“They came to us looking for the 
high-end photographer who can get 
out there and embed with the folks 
who were on those RIB boats,” said 
Lieutenant Commander Douglas 
Houser, Officer in Charge, Combat 
Camera Group Pacific. “That’s what 
sets us apart. We become part of the 
mission.” 

In 1996, as part of recovery efforts 
of TWA flight 800 off the coast of Long 
Island, the Navy’s Combat Camera 
photographic diveteam documented 
the efforts of more than 200 Navy 
divers who conducted 677 surface-
supplied dives and were part of the 
3,167 SCUBA dives conducted by the 
Navy.

A U.S. Navy Chief Warrant Officer rides a stage to 
the sea bed during a dive from the Military Sealift 
Command rescue and salvage ship USNS Grasp 
(ARS 51). U.S. Navy photo by Senior Chief Mass 
Communication Specialist Andrew McKaskle.

An instructor assigned to the Tactical Firearms Training 
Team provides weapons training during Fleet Combat 
Camera Group Pacific’s Summer Quick Shot 2011 
field training exercise. U.S. Navy Photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Walker-Singh.

Korean War. Navy Combat Photographer, PHC 
Kuhn, briefly thinks of home as he pets a mascot 
of the 1st Tank Battalion “C” Company somewhere 
in Korea, August 1952. Official U.S. Navy 
Photograph, now in the collections of the National 
Archives. Photo provided by Harry Kidd.
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vFP-62: 
A PHoto SQuADroN’S 
HiStory

Light Photographic Squadron 
SIX TWO (VFP 62) served as the 
U.S. Navy’s east coast based photo 
reconnaissance squadron responsible 
for providing a detachment of 
reconnaissance aircraft for each of 
the Carrier Air Wings assigned to the 
Atlantic Fleet.

The squadron, based at NAS 
Cecil Field in Jacksonville, Fla., was 
originally established in 1949 at NAS 
Norfolk as Composite Squadron SIX 
TWO (VC 62), and flew Grumman’s 
F8F-2P Bearcat and Vought’s F4U-
4P and 5P Corsair aircraft that were 
modified with aerial reconnaissance 
platforms. Both of these aircraft were 
among the last single-engine piston 

aircraft in the Navy’s arsenal.
Nicknamed the “Fighting 

Photos,” the squadron transitioned to 
jet aircraft in 1951 with the McDonnell 
F2H-2P Banshee and changed its 
homeport to NAS Jacksonville. With 
this transition in aircraft brought the 
ability to house multiple cameras and 
lenses capable of shooting from up to 
40,000 foot elevations.

Five years later, the squadron 
was re-designated Photographic 
Reconnaissance Squadron SIX 
TWO (VFP 62) and converted to the 
Grumman F9F-6P Cougar. Along 
with the advancement of aircraft, 
came improvements in camera 
technology and optics providing 
much clearer and shaper imagery at 
faster flight speeds. 

Finally, in 1956, the squadron was 
re-designated as Light Photographic 
Squadron SIX TWO to distinguish 
it from the Heavy Photographic 
squadrons throughout the fleet. 
Two years later, they moved to NAS 
Cecil Field and were equipped with 
the first Vought F8U-1P and later 
the RF-8G Crusader aircraft, once 
again receiving significant upgrades 
to its camera system. Newly installed 
controls panels in the cockpit allowed 

for communication of the aircraft’s 
speed and altitude to the camera 
allowing the pilot to concentrate on 
other flight tasks.

While the Fighting Photos 
stayed busy supporting battle group 
deployments and entities ranging 
from the Army Corps of Engineers 
to NASA, it is believed that VFP-
62’s most significant photographic 
contribution began in October 1962.

Following the Bay of Pigs in 
1961, the squadron was tasked with 
continued photo reconnaissance 
missions in an effort to keep an eye 
on Cuba and eventually played a key 
role during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Since imagery from the Lockheed 
U-2 spy planes lacked the detailed 
imagery needed of the Russian missile 
sites, VFP-62’s Crusaders were tasked 
with the first low-level photo missions 
over Cuba.  Upon completion of each 
photo mission, the squadron’s aircraft 
would go directly to NAS Jacksonville 
where Photographer’s Mates would 
be standing by to immediately 
download the film for transport to 
and processing at the Fleet Air Photo 
Lab.

After weeks of negotiations 
between Russian and U.S. officials, 

A VFP-62 Vought RF-8G Crusader climbs 
altitude while deployed aboard USS Shangri La 
during its 1967-68 deployment. U.S. Navy Photo 
by Lt. Gary Adams.

Two F8F-2P Photo-Reconnaissance Bearcats fly over the fleet. 
U.S. Navy Photo. 

Several Grumman F9F-6P Cougars parked on the 
flightline at Naval Air Station Jacksonville. U.S. Navy 
Photo.
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vFP-62: 
A PHoto SQuADroN’S 
HiStory (coNt.)

an agreement was made effectively 
ending the crisis. However, VFP-62 
continued to fly missions monitoring 
the dismantling and removal of the 
missile bases. The squadron earned 
the Presidential Unit Citation for its 
efforts and personally received the 
award by President Joh F. Kennedy 
on November 26, 1962.

Light Photographic Squadron 
SIX TWO continued operations until 
1968 when it was disestablished.

President John F. Kennedy presenting the Navy Unit Commendation to VFP-62 at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville on Nov. 26, 1962. U.S. Navy Photo.
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The Fleet Air Photo Lab established in January 1958 
at Naval Air Station Jacksonville was the principle pho-
tographic facility of the Atlantic Fleet and one of the 
largest laboratories operated during the Cold War era. 
A state-of-the-art facility, it supported fleet activities 
from Heavy Photographic Squadron (VAP 62), Light 
Photographic Squadron (VFP 62) and other ships 
and squadrons. While the photo lab’s name changed 
several times over the years, its mission remained the 
same until 2007 when it was officially disestablished as 
part of the Navy’s media ratings merger.
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